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SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURE
Metal Cutting Bench Shears
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	DO NOT use this machine unless you have had instruction and training 

on its safe use and operation.

Teacher permission MUST be given 

to operate this machine.

	The risk of injury when using the Bench Shears is MODERATE


IDENTIFIED RISKS AND HAZARDS

Hazards that may arise when operating the metal cutting bench shears include:

· moving blade  
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movement of the workpiece 

· ejection of waste material from the cutting process

· hand and finger injuries from sharp edges
· squash, pinch and crush injuries  

· manual handling of large sheets of sheetmetal

PRE-OPERATIONAL SAFETY
· Check the condition of the blade on the bench shears and check that the top blade and handle assembly are not loose.

· Make sure that the hold down is positioned correctly to prevent the metal from kicking up when shearing pressure is applied.

OPERATING SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
· Make sure all other students keep outside the safety zone at all times.

· Wear PPE such as safety spectacles when using the bench shears to protect your  

      eyes.

· Do not wear loose clothing, especially long sleeves and neck ties.

· Make sure the hands are well clear of the hold down and cutting blade.

· Make sure that no one is behind and in line with the handle of the bench shears 
      when they are pulled down to cut the material. 

· Never attempt to cut round material using the straight blades of the bench shears.

· Use the hole in the cutting blades of the bench shears to cut round stock.
· Seek assistance when cutting large sheets of metal.
· Always clean up the offcuts and scrap after the cutting procedure.
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> Teacher approval is required and
general, but vigilant teacher
supervision should be maintained

> The operator will need to operate
inthe clearly defined safety zone.

» Appropriate PPE wil be required
to furiher reduce the risk of injury

To operate this machine/equipment you MUST have:
1. Read and understood the Instruction Sheets
2. Completed the Safety Test with a 100% score
3. Demonstrated competent and safe use
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To operate this machine/equipment you MUST have:
« Read and understood the Safe Working Procedure
« Completed the Safe Work Test with a 100% score
« Demonstrated competent and safe use





� PICTURE OF YOUR MACHINE or TOOL HERE








This SOP does not necessarily cover all possible hazards associated with the use of this machine and should only be used with other safety training references. It is designed to be posted on the machine and act as a visual reminder to machine operators.
Copyright: ITE Services – www.OnGuardSafetyTraining.com

