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SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURE
Table Circular Saw
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	DO NOT use this machine unless you have had instruction and training 

in its safe use and operation.

Teacher permission MUST be given 

to operate this machine.

	The risk of injury when using this machine is VERY HIGH


IDENTIFIED RISKS AND HAZARDS

Specific hazards that may arise when operating the panel saw include:

· Timber can kick back into the operator.

· The kerf can bind on the saw, causing timber to be thrown up. The riving knife should be thinner than the kerf and thicker than the body of the blade.

· Particles of wood can enter eyes when using a saw.  Table saws generate large amounts of sawdust. Avoid inhalation of dust. 
· A table saw poses a noise hazard.
PRE-OPERATIONAL SAFETY
· The isolating switch should be in the OFF position. 
· The panel saw and work area should be clean and free of off-cuts and other obstacles.

· Guards must be fitted, correctly adjusted and secured. 

· Equipment such as push sticks should be readily available. The riving knife should be fitted, correctly adjusted and secured.

· The correct blade should be selected for the particular type of cutting operation.

· The blade should be sharp, undamaged and square to the table for basic ripping.

· For ripping, the blade should be set as high as possible to reduce the risk of kickback. The fence should be square to the table and parallel to the blade when set.

OPERATING SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
· The operator should not stand directly in line with the material being cut in case of kickback.

· The hands should never be placed in line with the cut. If the hands slip or are not moved away from the material being fed, serious injury can occur.

· Hands should never be placed closer than 200mm to the blade. 
· A push stick should be used to keep the hands away from the blade when cutting narrow or short material.

· The machine and work area should be kept clean and free of off-cuts. 
· The saw should never be left unattended with the power turned on.
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To operate this machine/equipment you MUST have:
1. Read and understood the Instruction Sheets
2. Completed the Safety Test with a 100% score
3. Demonstrated competent and safe use
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To operate this machine/equipment you MUST have:
« Read and understood the Safe Working Procedure
« Completed the Safe Work Test with a 100% score
+ Demonstrated competent and safe use
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This SOP does not necessarily cover all possible hazards associated with the use of this machine and should only be used with other safety instruction references. It is designed to be posted on the machine and act as a visual reminder to machine operators.
Copyright: ITE Services – www.OnGuardSafetyTraining.com

