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Reminders 

 

Tuesday 28/6/22 

5/6 STEM day @ Peak Hill 

 

Wednesday 29/6/22 

Secondary Reward Trip  

 

Thursday 30/6/22 

Industrial Action - School 

non operational 
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Principal’s 

Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week marks the end of a highly successful term 

two. However, there is no coasting into the term break 

at this outstanding public school. Monday semester one 

reports are posted and Tuesday, Year 5/6 STEM day at 

Peak Hill, Wednesday is Secondary Reward Trip and 

Thursday Industrial Action. 

 

This school has a culture of always offering a wide 

variety of experiences outside the classroom. The 

reason is simple. I believe schools have a responsibility 

of assisting families with the social, moral, and physical 

development of children as well as the traditional 

academic pathways. This usually occurs outside the 

core curriculum and traditional classroom 

environment. People have the right to choose 

educational models and home schooling can be an 

option in extreme cases of need, but it cannot be a first 

option in my opinion. As an experienced public-school 

educator, I believe it is a narrow, vastly inferior model 

of education. Children need to learn to interact within 

a society, with people who are different morally, 

spiritually and in terms of race and sexuality. This is 

how they learn where they fit within the wider society. 

Education is providing choice and multiple perspectives, 

not indoctrination around a narrow view or 

perspective on the world.  

 

The HSC is undergoing change which I believe will be 

very positive. Currently, students who want an ATAR 

(University entrance ranking) can only study one 

vocationally based subject, for example Construction. If 

the voice of educational policy, the Telegraph, can be 

believed students in the future can study multiple 

vocationally based subjects and still receive a university 

entrance ranking. Common sense just became more 

common! I do not know where schools will obtain the 

extra teachers, but this is a very positive move for the 

future. 

 

One of the many pleasures of my job is to read student 

reports. This process reinforces my belief of the 

outstanding quality of students attending this school. 

Young people are often portrayed, especially in the 

commercial media, as being out of control, but I believe 

that is far from reality. The outstanding young people 

that attend this school are an absolute credit to their 

parents, this community and school. 

In over 34 years in education I have learnt that the key 

to managing young people is consistency, structure, 

high standards / expectations and building positive 

relationships. Young people need to be taught to 

display positive behaviours; it will not occur through 

magic. Schools and families are primarily responsible 

for this education. Young people, especially teenagers, 

will always test the boundaries. This is part of the 

maturation process. As parents and educators, it is our 

job to understand this process, but also maintain the 

line of what is acceptable. If you want to be popular, 

buy a Labrador, if you want to be a parent or educator, 

be prepared to be un-popular at times but maintain a 

standard.     

 

I thank Adam Hall from the Trundle Boomers for 

agreeing on running a training session for our U16 

football players today, even though it had to be 

cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. I am a 

supporter of team sport and I believe Trundle Boomers 

are a genuine community asset. Contact sport in 

schools is under pressure because it comes with a 

degree of inherent risk. However, I firmly believe the 

advantages for our children far exceed the degree of 

risk. It is disappointing to me, the way our society has 

become so risk adverse. Sure, we need to plan to 

reduce risk, but many activities are being placed in the 

too hard basket because something may happen. News 

flash, if your children play sport, they will eventually be 

injured, they ride motorcycles, they will fall off, interact 

in society they will encounter a variety of people, and 

some will be idiots. There is an all-encompassing word 

to describe this, it is called life.  

 

On Thursday last week, our school and St Patricks 

combined for a Soccer game. This was a non-

competitive enjoyable occasion for students from both 

schools. I thank St Patricks for the opportunity for both 

schools to come together. Contrary to some people’s 

belief our two schools have a very strong working 

relationship with our main focus being maintaining and 

improving education in Trundle. 

 

Attendance is a continual focus at our school. 

Congratulations to Hailey Bolam who at the end of the 

attendance data period had a 100% attendance rate for 

the semester. Another student attended 100% of time 

but we can not publish their name. This is an 

outstanding achievement! Ironically, on the day I was 

going to hand out the Principal’s Award, they were 

both absent sick. The world can be a funny place. Our 

school overall attendance rate is 90% which is above 

both regional and state average. Indeed, 80.6% of our 

students attend school at a level above the state 

average. The obvious question is, why then our overall 

attendance rate is not  
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higher. Unfortunately, in a relatively small sample, a 

student with poor attendance more adversely affects 

the result.  

 

Last week was our Newcastle excursion. This excursion 

was postponed from last year. Many tired students and 

staff arrived back on Friday but from all reports an 

outstanding time was had by all. These events are vital 

life experiences and socialisation opportunities for 

students. There is a world beyond the boundaries of 

Trundle and I am determined that our students will have 

the experience, confidence, and attitude to seek it out. 

Looking at the Facebook posts, excursions have really 

changed since my time at St Philomena’s Catholic school 

for the biologically Catholic. Our school went to a 

prayer retreat at the Warrumbungle’s National Park in 

High School, not the exciting activities our secondary 

students experienced. 

 

The renovation of our playground equipment area is 

proceeding well. Our students have been amazing in 

keeping away from the work area to let the men quickly 

and safely complete the task. The comment of the week 

goes to Beau Longhurst when he looked at the road 

base foundation and correctly stated that it does not 

look like soft fall to him. The new construction is a base 

of consolidated gravel, layer of compressed foam and 

layer of synthetic grass. The new design takes away the 

trip hazards that have been responsible for many 

skinned knees and elbows over the years. 

 

Congratulations to the committee and management of 

the Trundle Children’s Centre. The focus on school 

readiness will be an asset to both 

schools in town. Research is very 

clear on the need for structured 

early childhood learning to 

prepare young people for big 

school. The centre is an asset to 

the town and should be 

promoted as a reason to move to 

Trundle. Unfortunately, with the 

current unavailability of suitable 

rentals, new residents will need to 

bring the house as well. There is 

an idea, the Parkes Council could 

develop residential blocks in the 

town to encourage new residents.  

 

Recently, the Greens Leader 

Adam Bandt, refused to have a 

press conference in front of the 

Australian flag. This is in my very 

humble opinion a disgrace. I 

believe the flag needs to change as 

the Union Jack is a symbol of a 

past Australia. However, it is our current flag and a 

symbol of our freedom, security, and the prosperity this 

country provides us. My question to Mr Bandt is, as 

educators, how are we meant to encourage young 

people to respect and cherish this country, if our 

elected representatives are refusing to acknowledge the 

most recognisable symbol of this great country. Warren 

Mundine, a respected Aboriginal elder, has described 

this behaviour as idiotic. It is not my place to label this 

behaviour except to say Warren Mundine is an 

exceptional human and a great judge of character.  

 

The right to strike is part of every healthy democracy. 

On Thursday 30th of June, members of both the NSW 

Teachers Federation and the Independent Schools 

Association will strike for 24hrs. This is un-precedented 

action, as I believe both organisations have not taken 

this combined industrial action previously. Our school 

will have no teaching staff on site on Thursday and will 

not be operational (closed). 

 

John Southon 

Principal 
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Trundle Central School Library has many hidden gems in their archives which we decided to 

share with you. Each week, we will publish a poem from students who attended Trundle 

Central school in the early 70’s.  

See if you can recognise some names and have a reminisce. 
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Nugget’s 

Golden Nuggets 

 

Brain Teaser  
from Nugget 

 
Can you add one 

mathematical symbol between 
55555 to equal 500? 

 

(555-55=500.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5000 golden nuggets to all our students and 

teachers for the effort and behaviour this term. 

We are truly a wonderful school. Only 4 days lost 

to suspension across the whole semester. This is 

outstanding. 
 

500 golden nuggets to the living treasures I visited 

last week. It was the highlight of my term and I 

hope I can come back. 
 

500 golden nuggets to the Secondary students who 

attended the Newcastle excursion. From all 

reports, you were perfect ambassadors for our 

school and town. 
 

200 golden nuggets to the workers constructing 

the new soft fall. This is now going to become a 

functional, safe area for many years to come. 
 

200 golden nuggets to our attendance superstars 

this semester. 77 students are attending school 

more than 95% of the time the school is 

operational. 
 

200 golden nuggets to the Parkes Shire Council for 

removing the ugliest, non-functional trees from the 

main street. Hopefully, now they will replace them 

with some attractive shade trees that do not drop 

sticky sap over cars.  
 

200 steaming nuggets to the American court 

system. The latest decision has put women’s rights 

back 200 years in the Land of the Free. Ironically, 

America thought the Taliban suppressed women’s 

rights. 
 

5000 steaming nuggets to the owners of barking 
dogs. This town has a chronic problem with dogs. 

Time the council acted to promote positive pet 

ownership. Exercise your dogs. They are barking 

because they are bored. 
 

5000 steaming nuggets to tech companies who sell 

children’s information including addresses to third 

parties. They are children, this needs to stop!  

 

 

  

Nugget visiting 

residents at the 

Trundle MPS.  
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Students of the Week 
K/1/2 - Scarlett Emery 

3/4 - Scarlett Southon 

5/6 - Cooper Charlton-Little 

Mr Burley - Henry Medcalf (absent)  

Sportsperson - Benjamin Wu, Joshua Charlton 
 

Year 3-6 Excursion to Bathurst/Hill End 
The third instalment for our primary excursion to 

Bathurst/Hill End was due last Friday. Please see the 

permission note handed out in previous weeks. 

 
Assembly 
What an amazing assembly! It was one of the most 

entertaining assemblies of the year! Year 5/6 

presented us with an outstanding 

Acknowledgement To Country. The class were a 

few students down but those who performed made 

up for the smaller numbers.  

 

Year 3/4 entertained the crowd with an 

exceptionally well rehearsed BoomWhacker song 

‘We Don’t Talk About Bruno’. 

 

K/1/2 were a standout act with two items: a 

sweetly sung song by Bruno Mars and and superbly 

performed play ‘Hattie And The Fox’.  

 

Assemblies are such a great way for our students 

to show their strengths in public speaking, 

performing arts and creativity. Thank you very 

much to the staff who work hard with their groups 

to ensure that each item was well rehearsed and 

entertaining! 

 

Please see the next page for more photos.  

 
Small Schools Soccer Team 
The small schools soccer team will train each 

Tuesday and Thursday from now on. Students who 

are a part of this team can bring their soccer boots 

for these training sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Soccer game 
Thank you very much to St Patricks School for 

joining us for s friendly game of soccer last 

Thursday morning. The students thoroughly 

enjoyed getting out in the sunshine, reuniting with 

old friends and playing a fun game of soccer. 

K-2 Homework  
There will be no homework in K-2 this week 

 

K-2 Science 
K-2 are in need of some clear CD covers for their 

science program in Term 3. If you have any spare 

can you please send them into school?  Thank you. 
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Secondary  

Secondary Major Excursion – Gold Coast (Term 4) 
A friendly reminder to please pay the next instalment if you haven’t 

done so already. 

Refer to your payment schedule or contact the front office if you 

need more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even after the excursion and nine educational and 

jam packed with experience weeks, we still have a 

little more to finish up before well-earned 

holidays! 

 

Once again, thank you Miss Rowlands, Mrs 

Morgan, Mr Lynn and Miss Earney for the 

organisation and supervision of the excursion last 

week. As the students were leaving the bus on 

Friday night I was amazed to see the bus driver 

shaking various students hands, and thanking them 

by name. This was after he had addressed the 

entire group thanking them for making the week 

such an enjoyable experience for him! I can only 

assume from this that our students’ behaviour was 
exemplary as always and I would like to 

congratulate them on this. Well done to everyone 

involved in this incredible experience! 

 

This week our Under 16 boys 7 aside rugby league 

team were meant to emulate the glorious NSW 

State of Origin team with big wins in the round 

robin tournament tomorrow. However, due to 

uncontrollable circumstances we have had to 

withdraw from this competition. Thanks to all the 

boys for their enthusiasm, and thanks to Mrs 

Morgan for the organisation of this event. 

 

On Wednesday the students who have earned the 

privilege will be attending the reward excursion to 

Parkes. Congratulations to these students and 

thanks to Miss Rowlands for her ongoing 

organisation of the reward system and welfare 

levels. 

 

The try-a-trade convention has been postponed 

from Thursday till later in the year. We will 

advertise the new date as soon as we have been 

informed. 

 

On Friday we will finish the term off with an 

afternoon of fun competitions organised by our 

SRC. These will take place after lunch. Thanks to 

the SRC, Miss Ranger and Mr Burley for the 

organisation of this. 

 

Have a great, restful and safe holiday. 

Gerry Capell 

Head Teacher Secondary Studies 

 

Western Area Cross Country 
Well done to all our secondary runners who 

competed in the Western Area Cross Country at 
Geurie last Wednesday. It was actually a lovely day 

for the event but due to the ground being 

waterlogged the students all just ran around the 

racetrack multiple times for their events.  

 

Congratulations to the following students who 

finished in the top 6 and as a result have qualified 

to compete at the State Carnival at Eastern Creek 

next term. 

 

Miranda Barnes 5th in the 17 years 4000m 

Aliethea Stokes 6th in the 17 years 4000m 

William Taylor   6th in the 17 years 6000m   
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Secondary sports people of the week 
Seth Prebendarcik, MacKenzie Smith, Dani Lowe 

and Nick Taylor  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sports Gala Day 
Our two secondary teams had a great day out at 

Trangie playing touch and basketball. They enjoyed 

socialising with the students from the other 

schools and many made new friends.  

 

Congratulations to our Senior team who came 

away from the day undefeated and as a result 

finished first in their division. Our Junior team had 

some mixed results in basketball but were 

dominant in touch and they also came away with 

equal first place with Trangie.  

 

All students displayed exemplary behaviour and 

excellent sportsmanship and should be 

congratulated on their efforts.   

 

Art Interest Elective 
Secondary students in Art Interest Elective have 

been working on painting artworks for the 

Trundle Children’s Centre. We can’t wait to see 

the end result! 
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Across the Careers Adviser’s Desk  
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Trundle Central School has been given a few complimentary family tickets.  

Please contact the school and speak to the Principal for more information. 
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Trundle Real Estate is in demand! 
AJ Pike & Son is your local real estate presence in Trundle. We 
market your property through the major websites plus we offer 
the unique advantage of being located right here in Trundle - 

with our extensive local knowledge - ready to show your 
property to prospective buyers at short notice. 

 
If you’re thinking of selling your property, please call Sandra on 

0427347194 for an appraisal. 
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