
 

                                               Telephone: (02) 68921303        Fax: (02) 68921184        Email:  trundle-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
                                                School webpage – https://trundle-c.schools.nsw.gov.au   Facebook - www.facebook.com/TrundleCentralSchool  

20 May 2024 Term 2 Week 4  

 

 

Trundle Central School 
Newsletter  A school that provides a 

professional, stimulating and 
challenging learning 

environment 

Principal 

Mr John Southon 
 

Head Teacher 

Secondary 

Mr Gerry Capell 
 

Assistant Principal 

Mrs Fiona Sanderson 
 

APC&I  

Mrs Leanne Budd 

P&C 

President 

Mr B Kerin 
 

Vice President 

Mrs H Orr  
 

Secretary 

Mrs R Walter 
 

Treasurer 

Mrs J Randall  

 

PR Officer 

Ms J van Akker 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 
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Tuesday 21/5/24 

CWA Public Speaking 

 

Wednesday 22/5/24 

Simultaneous Storytime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Thursday and Friday we held our annual 

Athletics Carnival. 

 

Mitchell and Oxley ran a tight race, however at 

the end of the day, Mitchell came with a win 

and received the P & C House Shield.  

 

Congratulations to all the students who 

received the championship medals. 

 

A special thank you to Mrs Morgan for 

organising the carnival and Mr Leonard for all 

the training and support. A further thank you 

to all the parents and community members for 

helping on those days.  

 
More info and photos on p. 4 - 6. 

Pictured above: Jessica and 

Chloe with the P & C Shield. 

Pictured: Athletics Carnival medal recipients.  
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Principal’s 

Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This week is Country Women’s Association Public 

Speaking in Condobolin. 

 

On Thursday last week, we received the wonderful 

news that our appeal against the immediate loss of 2.3 

teaching staff was successful. This guarantees these 

highly skilled professional people will be working at 

our school at least to the end of the 2024 school year. 

I appealed the original decision on three grounds. One, 

the effect this unexpected reduction in staff has upon 

the education and welfare of the students placed in 

our care. Students who already suffer a high degree of 

geographical disadvantage. Two, the financial hardship 

it forces upon the teachers involved and the loss of 

consistent government income for the town. Three, 

the reputational damage public education would suffer 

considering these outstanding people have contracts 

until the end of the calendar year. There was a fourth 

reason that the decision was just plain wrong, and I 

was angry (another word starting with p would be 

appropriate here as well). My energy until the end of 

the year will be focused on retaining these exceptional 

people for the 2025 school year and beyond. Many 

people told me I was wasting my time appealing, but I 

need to try every possible avenue to support my staff 

and the students who attend this school. 

 

The battle to retain staff may be won for the short 

term. However, the harsh reality is to maintain the 

current staffing of employment in Bogan Gate, Trundle, 

and Tullamore, we need young families to move to 

these townships. This is not happening at all, or fast 

enough. All these towns show signs of past prosperity 

based around a labour intensive agricultural and 

commercial model of operation that does not exist 

anymore. Just drive around and see the number of 

vacant houses on farms and you will realise the extent 

of the population decline. I believe the three schools 

will eventually have to partially merge to maintain the 

quality and viability of education in this area. This 

statement often creates anger and denial. Always 

remember when the Ostrich places its head in the 

sand a very tender part of its body is still exposed. 

Action is needed to save our towns.  

 

All NSW public schools have lost operational funding 

and retained funds. We were in a better position than 

many in terms of giving back retained funds because 

we have a policy of spending the money available on 

the students currently at the school. Our exceptional 

modern facilities reflect this policy. However, the 

recent change in government policy could remove as 

much as 100,000 dollars from the school's operational 

budget over the next two years. Already we have had 

to change our fee structure for school buses, and I fear 

more changes will occur next year. Any increase in 

costs disproportionately affects students from low-

income families. I cannot accept this situation and have 

already written letters trying to secure more third-

party sponsorship for our school.  The community 

does not need to worry, we are well below the salary 

cap when private and religion-based schools are 

compared. Sort of like the Roosters compared to 

Tigers or Sharks in the NRL. 

 

The NSW government held a community cabinet 

meeting in Orange last Friday. I was lucky enough to 

be invited to meet with the Education Minister, Hon. 

Prue Car for a 15-minute private discussion about local 

issues in education. Well, almost private, Ms Car, her 

advisor, media and security person and me. About as 

private as you would expect. Again, many people told 

me I was wasting my time. It is OK, every new day 

gives you back time. Later, I had an opportunity to talk 

to the Premier, Hon. Chris Minns at the same event. 

Topics discussed with both people were lack of early 

intervention services, staffing and domestic violence 

prevention. I completely understand that these 

powerful people may be simply ticking a box or 

throwing some oil at the squeaky wheel but the more 

times you try the better chance of success. It was 

speed dating politician style.  

 

Ms Car and Mr Minns appeared genuinely interested in 

the concept of establishing external hubs of early 

intervention professionals to service schools such as 

Trundle. The Minister for Education also gave a verbal 

commitment to visit our school in the future. I have no 

political affiliation; I treat each government with the 

same degree of cynicism. However, I also acknowledge 

this government and minister inherited the disgraceful 

inequities in service availability between city and rural 

areas, they did not create them. This year the 

Secretary of the Department (the biggest name badge 

there is) Murat Dizdar, also met with me. This degree 

of accessibility was not available with the last 

government, so that is a positive trend. I thank them 

for giving our school this opportunity.   
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Last week our relay team travelled to Sydney for the 

state swimming championships. The only problem is the 

roof of the stadium caught on fire and the day's events 

were cancelled. A long trip for a few moments of 

excitement but no swimming. I believe the fire was 

deliberately lit by competitors from other schools 

scared of the possible utter humiliation from the 

supreme athletes from Trundle. The other theory is 

defective solar panels. You choose which one is 

correct. Whilst not swimming is disappointing the roof 

catching fire and the evacuation will become a lifelong 

memory for these students. 

 

Last week, our Athletics Carnival was conducted. There 

were some modifications to the program as the golf 

course was very wet. I was massively impressed with 

the encouragement students were giving their peers 

during the carnival. This indicates to me that our 

students have a healthy perspective about the value of 

sport. It should be fun, not a source of stress/anxiety 

for young people or an avenue for parents to gain some 

sort of weird boost to their fragile self-concept if their 

children win. News flash world, children are playing 

sport, not curing cancer. The best runner etc is not a 

better person, they just perform better than a few 

others on that day. Watching the senior High jump 

reminded me of my days at St Philomena’s School in 

Moree for the chronically Catholic. I thank the boys for 

inviting me to compete to provide a role model and 

performance yardstick for the discipline of high jumping, 

but I cannot risk injury this close to the Masters Games 

in Paris. 

 

Royal Far West visited our school last Tuesday. The 

clinicians conducted assessments as part of our 

involvement in the outreach program. Rebecca Hogan 

(nee Dray) was the speech pathologist on the team, a 

former student. Rebecca commented on the amazing 

grounds and facilities our students now enjoy at this 

school. This was wonderful to hear because I have this 

ordinary head from banging it up against many walls 

trying to improve access to facilities for country 

students. It is also very gratifying to see former 

students working for organisations such as Royal Far 

West which is dedicated to improving the lives of 

country students. 

 

The official policy line in schools is, do not take sides in 

parental disputes. I can assure parents this is not 

correct at this school. I take the child’s side because 

often in the heightened emotion of the separation, the 

child’s voice is forgotten. If I believe the behaviour of 

parents is negatively impacting on the social/emotional 

or educational growth and well-being of a student, I will 

have no hesitation in reporting it to community 

services. Every person who works at this school is a 

mandatory reporter. This modern trend of weaponizing 

children has to stop because the only long-term 

outcome is often permanent emotional damage to 

children. 

 

The dangers of unsupervised internet use are a 

constant topic of this newsletter. Sitting near me at the 

community parliament was a man who had lost his 

teenage son to suicide. Discovered on the young 

person’s phone were over 200 vile messages from 

bullies some of which were sent in the middle of the 

night. The home is not a haven with modern 

technology. The constant barrage of hate messages may 

have caused his son to take his life. These students 

were sending messages after 11 o’clock at night or 

accessing internet platforms which are largely 

unregulated. I am sure some Trundle students are as 

well. This could not be a positive in terms of their 

mental health, and ability to learn or function the next 

day. I will repeat again; you own/rent the house, so you 

can regulate or take the device. It just sometimes takes 

the difficult conversation.  

 

Mr John Southon 

Principal 

 

Pictured: The Education Minister, Hon Prue Car and Mr 

John Southon.  
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Athletics Carnival 
Last week we held our annual Athletics Carnival 

and were blessed with beautiful weather. The 

students enjoyed the days and participated with a 

high level of enthusiasm and house spirit whilst 

demonstrating exemplary behaviour.  

 

The day concluded with the presentation of 

Championships medallions and the P and C House 

Shield. Congratulations to the following students 

who were age champions: 

 

JUVENILE GIRL: Tilly Corney 

JUVENILE BOY: Harrison Sutherland 

JUNIOR PRIMARY GIRL: Tilly Corney  

JUNIOR PRIMARY BOY: Jedaiah Spicer & Myall 

Orr   

SENIOR PRIMARY GIRL: Mackenzie Bolam 
SENIOR PRIMARY BOY: Harlen Corney 

JUNIOR SECONDARY GIRL: Vashti Williams 

JUNIOR SECONDARY BOY: Thomas Sanderson 

SENIOR SECONDARY GIRL: Jessica Morgan 

SENIOR SECONDARY BOY: Harrison Budd  

 

Congratulations to the following students who 

broke records: 

 

 Harrison Budd: Senior Secondary High Jump 

 Thomas Sanderson: Junior Secondary High 

Jump 

 Aphellia Robson: Senior Primary Discus, 11 

years 100m 

 Mackenzie Bolam: Senior Primary 800m 

 Alfred Orr: 5 years 50m   

 Eilene Sutton: 5 years 50m   

 

Well done to Mitchell who won the House 

Shield.  

 

A special thank you to all the parents, family 

members and community members who both 

supported the students and who helped on both 

days, it was greatly appreciated. Also thank you to 

Ian Leonard for all the time and effort he puts in 

training the students and helping on Thursday. 

Finally, thank you to the office who provided the 

lovely lunch orders. More photos on the next 

page. 

 

State Swimming 
Congratulations to Thomas Sanderson who 

represented Western CHS at the NSW State 
Swimming Carnival at Sydney Olympic Park last 

week. He qualified for the 13 years 100m butterfly 

final and finished 5th in the race with a PB. Well 

done Thomas on your outstanding performance, 

the school is very proud of your result and 

thoroughly enjoyed watching and cheering you on 

during the final. Thomas also finished 16th in the 

50m freestyle, 22nd in the 100m freestyle and 22nd 

in the 100 backstroke and he swam a PB in each of 

these races. What an amazing three days for 

Thomas. 

 

Our Central Schools Relay also attended the 

carnival on the Monday, however, a fire in the 

solar panels one hour before their race caused an 

evacuation of the centre. As a result, all the relays 

were cancelled. We are proud of Harry, Jess, 

Chloe and Thomas for qualifying for state and now 

they have a really interesting story to tell about 

the experience.     

 

Sport News  

Pictured: 

Left: Thomas 

Sanderson 

 

Below: 

Thomas 

Sanderson, 

Harrison 

Budd, Jessica 

Morgan and 

Chloe Budd.  
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APCI Corner 

WORD OF THE WEEK 

CONCENTRIC 

Week Word Type Dictionary Meaning Did you know? 

4 Concentric (kon-

SEN-trik) 

Adjective Having the same 

centre. 

A standard archery 

target consists of ten 

evenly spaced 

concentric circles. The 

two centre circles are 

yellow, followed by 

two red rings, two 

blue rings, two black 

rings and two white 

rings. Archers score 

points based on where 

their arrows land and 

earn ten points when 

arrows hit the centre 

circle. 
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Nugget’s 

Golden Nuggets 
 

200 gold nuggets to the review committee who 

upheld our appeal against the loss of staffing. A 

victory for the little guy. 

 

250 gold nuggets to those community members 

who have been genuinely happy we won the 

appeal. Country kids are worth fighting for. 

 

400 gold nuggets to all the students who competed 

at the Athletics Carnival. Sport should be fun. 

Winning is nice but it is not the only thing. 

 

450 gold nuggets to Mrs Morgan. Another well-

organised and run carnival.  
 

500 gold nuggets to Thomas Sanderson for making 

a state swimming final. Your commitment leading 

up to this competition has been exceptional. 

 

500 gold nuggets to our students. Cold weather 

but still everyone is in uniform. 

 

250 steaming nuggets to the people who let their 

cats out at night. Cats are natural predators killing 

many native animals at night. One even got into 

the enclosure of our future Easter Show award-

winning chooks. 

 

500 steaming nuggets to separated parents using 

their children as weapons. Your children do not 

hate your former partner but there is a good 

chance they will hate you if you keep going. 

 

500 steaming nuggets to the media for painting 

every male as violent. This school is producing 

outstanding young men. They do not need that 

label. 

Nugget at the Athletics Carnival field 

events. 
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Primary  

Term 2 Week 4 

Students of the Week 
K/1/2 - Matthew Walter 

3/4 - Cameron Walter 

5/6 - Liliana Gray  

Mr Burley - Harrison Mahoney 

 
Gobondery/NARRAF 
Soccer Trials 
We wish Cameron Strudwick the 

very best of luck at the 
Gobondery/NARRAF Soccer 

trials in Narromine today! We 

know that he will represent the 

school with pride! If selected, 

Cameron will then represent 

Gobondery/NARRAF at the 

Western soccer trials in Dubbo 

on the 7th June. 

 

CWA Public Speaking 
Competition 

We wish Cameron Walter and Isabelle Kerin the 

very best of luck at the CWA Public Speaking 

competition in Condobolin on Tuesday 21st May. 

Cameron and Isabelle worked hard on their 

speeches and have been practising regularly. Public 
speaking allows students to organise their ideas, 

develop confidence and put their persuasive skills 

to test.  

 

We know these students will represent the school 

with pride! 

 

Athletics Carnival 
What a beautiful day for an Athletics Carnival! 

Thank you so very much to Mrs Morgan who 

spends many hours organising a fabulously 

organised two days of competition. It was lovely 

to watch students trying their best, encouraging 

others and enjoying the time out with their 

friends! More photos on p. 5-6  

 

Gobondery/NARRAF Cross Country 
Those students who are eligible for Gobondery/

NARRAF cross country need to return their 

notes and money as soon as possible. 
 

Simultaneous Storytime 
This week is our annual Simultaneous Storytime. 
This year K-6 will be reading the book and 

participating in a range of fun activities on 

Wednesday morning. 

 

Book Fair 
This week in the library!  
And you are invited. More on p. 7. 
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Secondary  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Welcome to Week 4! 

 

How amazing were the Athletic Carnival days held 

last week! Congratulations to all students who 

attended and competed in these days. The weather 

was particularly kind to us which made it even 

more enjoyable. Thanks to Mrs Morgan for her 

organisation of the day, and all the staff and 

community who contributed to the success. A 

special mention to all the students who broke 

records. 

 

The attendance on our sporting days, while 

acceptable, could always improve. These are 

compulsory days, the same as every normal school 
day, with the obvious exemptions for illness or 

other circumstances. These days are not 

horrendously taxing on the students with each 

student deciding on how much they are involved, 

and I can confidently say that every student I spoke 

to on Friday was having an enjoyable day. When 

students and parents start deciding which of these 

compulsory school events they attend it can lead 

to a precedent where students feel they can opt in 

and out of any activity, which leads to problems 

later when they come against things that are 

compulsory. It would be wonderful to see this 

issue decrease and more students attend the 

athletic carnivals. 

 

This week is somewhat quieter on the 

extracurricular events which is excellent as it 

allows us to concentrate on our core business of 

teaching and learning! 

 

We are endeavouring to improve our 

communication with parents of students on various 

issues. Could you please make sure that we have a 

valid e-mail address for any correspondence in 

regards to students' progression during term time. 

We will still post our traditional reports at the end 

of Semester 1&2. 

 

We have an extremely supportive system for our 

students to complete their assessments. This 
includes teacher checkpoints and additional 

support during electives on a Thursday and Friday. 

We have recently seen some students become 

reluctant in completing assessments or showing 

them to teachers to have their checkpoints marked 

off. Students need to realise that these are not 

optional, and that they are there to enable students 

to complete their work to a high standard with the 

assistance of teacher feedback. 

 

Students have been reminded that we will be 

carrying out equipment checks for the basic 

requirements for classes. Generally, this is a blue/

black pen, red pen, ruler and pencil. A calculator is 

needed for most lessons in Mathematics. If parents 

could assist in making sure their child has the 

correct equipment for class that would be 
appreciated. 

 

As always if there are any questions in regards to 

secondary matters please contact me at school. 

 

Have a great week. 

 

Gerry Capell  

Head Teacher Secondary Studies 

 

Secondary Sportspeople of the Week 
Meila Jones and Mikayla Penny   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary Major Excursion 
A reminder that the next payment of $50 is due 

on 23rd May. 

 

Please contact the office and talk to Mr Southon if 

you are experiencing financial difficulties.  
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Secondary Welfare System 

What do the levels mean? Reward 

Level 3 = 0+ pink slips Normal school privileges 

Level 4 = 15+ pink slips End of term free lunch 

Level 5 = 30+ pink slips End of term free lunch and mufti day 

Level 5b = 45+ pink slips Level 5 rewards plus a treat from the treat box 

Level 5c = 60+ pink slips Level 5 rewards plus a treat from the treat box 

Level 6 = 75+ pink slips Level 5 rewards, a mufti day and an invite to the reward excursion 

How to receive pink slips: How to lose pink slips: Students and parents are encour-

aged to contact Miss Rowlands by 

calling the front office if they have 

questions about the welfare system. 

 
Students below Level 4 are not 

named below.  

  

Complete school work 

Submit assessments on time 

Wear school uniform 

Attend school 

Be nice to others 

Follow teacher instructions 

Receive an incident report 

Not wearing school uniform 

Not submitting assessments on time 

Attendance less than 80% 

  

TERM 2 week 4 level 

Alice  L5B 

Beau  L5C 

Bella  L5C 

Benjamin  L5B 

Blair  L6 

Braith  L5 

Chelsey  L5C 

Chloe  L6 

Cooper CL L5B 

Cooper D L5 

Dani  L5C 

Dylan L4 

Emma  L5 

Hailey B L5B 

Haley L L5C 

Harry B L5B 

Harry W L5B 

Jessica M L6 

Jim R L5 

Joshua Ch L5C 

Joshua Cl L5B 

Kiarna  L5 

Laney L5C 

Leelan L5C 

Lucy  L6 

MacKenzie L6 

Malakai  L6 

Max L6 

Meila  L6 

Mia  L4 

Mikayla  L6 

Narrella  L5B 

Nicholas  L5B 

Riley L5B 

Rohan L5 

Samantha  L6 

Seth  L6 

Taylah  L5 

Thomas L5C 

Vashti  L6 

Zac C L5 

Zac H L5B 
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Secondary Assessments & Homework  

All assessments must be submitted to the teacher before 8:55am on the due date. 
Penalties will apply after this time. 

YEAR 7 SUBJECT DATE GIVEN DATE DUE 
In Class or   At 

Home 
TOPIC 

HSIE 30/4/24 23/5/24 In class Topic test: Ancient Greece 

Science 7/5/24 4/6/24 At home Cells 

YEAR 8 SUBJECT DATE GIVEN DATE DUE 
In Class or   At 

Home 
TOPIC 

Science 7/5/24  4/6/24  At home  Cells  

     

YEAR 9/10 SUBJECT DATE GIVEN DATE DUE 
In Class or   At 

Home 
TOPIC 

Agriculture 6/5/24 4/6/24 At home Cotton Production 

Mathematics 20/5/24 30/5/24 
At home/in 

class 
Financial Math 
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Community  

Term 2 Week 4 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  

Trundle Central School is advertising the following 

as a community service. 
The school has no responsibility for the organisation 

and management of these events. 
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  VACANT LAND WITH SHED/CABIN FOR SALE !  PRICE REDUCED!       $135,000 

8-10 MENTONE STREET  $135 000                           

Subdivided in to two titles  

totalling 1403m2 

 

• Power connected. 

• 3000 litre rain water tank. 

• 2 x sheds with power connected. 

Check it out at realestate.com.au or call Sandra at AJ Pike on 0427 347 194  to arrange your inspection. 
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